
COVID Health and Safety Update 19 Oct 2021 – UCU Newcastle University 

 

Dear colleagues  

  

Just an update on where we are with our campaign to improve COVID safety measures at the 
university.  

Our UCU regional official has now written to the university management to formally lodge our 
concerns, making it clear that if no agreement is forthcoming then the branch is of a view that 
formal dispute resolution procedures will follow. You can read the email here:  

https://ncl.web.ucu.org.uk/email-to-a-mcfarland-from-iain-owens-regional-officer-re-health-safety-
concerns/  
 
There are a number of examples emerging from the HE sector in England where firmer measures are 
being taken to protect staff and students. Durham University has now mandated mask wearing 
(https://www.dur.ac.uk/coronavirus/) as has the University of Liverpool 
(https://www.liverpool.ac.uk/coronavirus-safety/your-responsibilites-on-campus/) and several other 
universities in England.  
There are also reports that some universities are limiting the size of lectures with all large lectures 
moving online, for example Birmingham City University and De Montfort University 
(see https://www.studentcrowd.com/article/university-responses-to-covid-19).  
 

It is disappointing therefore that we have seen no movement from Newcastle University 
management to address our concerns. The city of Newcastle upon Tyne has had a stubbornly high 
recorded infection rate in the community of over 300 new cases a week for some time now. Its 
second dose vaccination rate for 12 years and over is 64% compared to a UK wide figure of 79%. We 
in the UCU branch therefore feel that simple measures can be taken to provide greater security for 
our members and in the process protect students and the wider community from increasing 
infection rates.  

We will keep you posted on how we progress with this.  

Finally, we have posted on our website the latest University Health and Safety document on signage 
and ventilation measures, you may find the information helpful:  

https://ncl.web.ucu.org.uk/newcastle-university-covid-signage-and-ventilation-measures/   

  

  

best wishes  

Graham Kirkwood  

UCU Newcastle University Branch Chair  

 


